CHARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


> 

/ 

— in  the 

COUHTY  OF  SOMERSET, 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  T HE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 

TO:  THE  CHARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  Chard  Rural  District  for  the  Year  1946, 

During  1946  there  was  ample  employment  available  in  Agriculture 
and  the  several  industries  in  the  three  small  towns  adjoining  the  area 
and  there  was  very  little  unemployment.  The  summer  was  wet  and 
sunless  and  harvesting  was  slow  and  unsatisfactory. 

A cloud  burst  occurring  near  Cudworth  in  September  caused 
sudden  flooding  in  the  Ilminster  area  in  a very  short  time,  but 
fortunately  there  were  no  human  casualties  and  the  water  subsided 
quickly. 


Among  infectious  diseases  an  epidemic  of  mild  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  and  about  th£  village  of  Hinton  St.  George.  The  majority 
'■'f  cases  were  treated  at  home,  the  Isolation  Hospital  being  short  of 
soaff  at  that  time.  There  were  no  fatal  cases.  Two  cases  of 

Diphtheria  were  notified,  these  being  the  first  which  had  occurred 


in  the  district  since  1939? 
hospital  and  recovered. 

NOTIFIABLE 

both  were  adults  and  were  admitted 

DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 

to 

Disease, 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified. 

to  Hospital, 

Deaths, 

Scarlet  Fever 

61 

15 

- 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

- 

Measles 

7 

000 

- 

Who 0 ping- ouugh 

13  . 

• • • 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

00m 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

mm 

Chickenpox 

5 

0 0 0 

- 

Erysipelas 

4 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

3 

mm 

Type. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Total  Deaths. 

Respiratory  ... 

16 

7 

Non-Res piratory 

4 

2 

SCABIES. 

Cases  of  Scabies  were  not  numerous,  for  the  most  part  they 
uere  treated  at  home  by  the  application  of  Benzol  Benzoate,  Cases 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  visited  and  contacts 
examined,  and  if  found  to  be  infected  these  were  put  under  treatment, 
and  in  the  case  of  children  were  re-inspected  before  attending  school. 
In  some  instances  the  help  of  the  local  Health  Visitor  was  called  upon 
to  treat  and  to  follow  up  the  cases. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  "BIRTHS. 

Male^  Bemale._ 

Legitimate  ...  94  IO4' 

Illegitimate  ...  B 3 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Legitimate  ..7  2 3 

Illegitimate 


DEATHS  OR  INFANTS  UNDER  QBE  YEAR. 

Legitimate  ...  3 5 

Illegitimate 

Divided  as  follows :- 

Under  1 week  ...  5 

1-4  weeks  ... 

1-6  months  ...  2 

6-12  ,r  ...  1 


DEATHS  EROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


Cause  of  Death.  Male. 

Tuberculosis  - Respiratory  4 
Do,  - Non-Res piratory  1 
influenza  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  6 
Cancer  of  other  Sites  ...  5 

Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

Diabetes  ...  ...  1 

Interc.rani.al  Vascular ' Lesions  3 

Heart  Disease  ..  ...  21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  4 
Bronchitis  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  1 
Other  Digestive  Disorders 
Nephritis  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  3 

Congenital  Malformities 
Suicide  ...  ...  1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  , , 2 

Other  Violence  ...  1 

All  other  causes  ...  10 


female, 

. 3 

. 1 
. 1 
. 8 
. 6 
. 7 

«p» 

; 14 
. 12 
. 3 

. 7 
. 4 
. 1 
# 

. 3 

. 4 
. 2 

. 2 


1 

7 


Total  73  86 

WATER  SUPPLIES^ 

No  change  in  Water  Supplies  was  made  in  1946.  There  was 
shortage  of  water  in  the  village  of  W- insham.  This  plaoe  is  to  have 


augmented  supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

List  of  Water  Supplies  where  a bacteriological  examination 


Public  Supply. 

was  made. 
Date. 

Result. 

Combe  St.  Nicholas 

19/271945 

No  evidence  of  contamination 

Do. 

1/10/  ?? 

results  are  satisfactory. 

Do. 

Buckland  St.  Mary 

19/2/  " 

Do. 

Do, 

1/10/  " 

Do. 

Pole  Rue  Borehole 

1/10/  " 

Do. 

Regional  Scheme 

1/10/  " 

Do, 

Tatworth  and  Porton 

5/6/  " 

Do. 

Perry  Street  Supply 

5/6/  " 

Do. 

(2) 

WATER  SUPPLIES.  (CONTINUED). 


Number  of  Houses  in  each  Parish  which  are  on  a public  supply  , 


whether  by  main  or  standpipe: 

Parish.  -No.of 

houses. 

L.  A. 

Main. 

L,  A. 

Stand- 

-pipes. 

Private. 

Total 

Ashill  . . . 

130 

107 

- 

Ml 

107 

Broa  dway  . . . 

96 

79 

mm 

- 

79 

Buckland  St.  Mary 

133 

35 

- 

- 

35 

Chaff combe 

57 

33 

- 

«M 

33 

Chard  Parish  . . . 

575 

290 

mm 

no 

400 

Chillington 

53 

- 

mm 

17 

17 

Combe  St.  Nicholas 

269 

112 

8 

- 

120 

Cricket  St.  Thomas 

24 

- 

mm 

17 

17 

Cud worth  , . , 

20 

mm 

- 

8 

8 

Dinnington 

24 

- 

mm 

17 

17 

Donyatt 

86 

60 

- 

- 

60 

Dowlish  Wake 

74 

21 

21 

- 

42 

Hinton  St,  George 

137 

5 

- 

120 

125 

Ilminster  (Without) 

220 

110 

- 

Ml 

no 

Ilton 

134 

120 

- 

mm 

120 

Kingstone 

33 

9 

- 

- 

9 

Knowle  St.  Giles 

34 

K0 

•m 

22 

22 

Lopen 

67 

40 

- 

mm 

40 

Merriott  . , . 

394 

237 

- 

- 

237 

Misterton 

174 

140 

•m 

Ml 

140 

Seavington  St.  Mary 

64 

53 

- 

53 

Seavington  St.  Michael 

42 

27 

- 

- 

27 

Shepton  Beauchamp 

180 

150 

- 

- 

150 

Stocklinch 

33 

21 

- 

«M 

21 

Wambrook 

50 

- 

- 

21 

21 

Wayf ord 

84 

- 

mm 

10 

10 

West  Crewkerne  . . 

137 

28 

mm 

22 

50 

Whitelackington 

37 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

Wins ham 

195 

76 

16 

- 

92 

White staunton  , . , 

41 

— 

- 

- 

mm 

3,597 

1,754 

45 

364 

2,153 

rrsr 


SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  extensions  or  new  works  during  the  year. 

POST-WAR  PROPOSALS  IN  PRIORITY  GROUPS. 

WATER" SUPPLIES." 

Proposal.  Estimated  Cost. 

£ 

(a)  Extension  to  Winsham  from  Porton  ...  5,400 

(b)  Replacement  of  mains  from  Hare  Lane  to  Stewley 

due  to  oorrosion  of  pipes  from  the  type  of  soil,  7,000 

(c)  Extension  of  Regional  Scheme  (including 

additional  borehole  at  Pole  Rue,  Combe  St, 

Nicholas,  to  existing  main  at  Pretwood, 

Ilminster,  with  branches  to  Wadeford,  etc,  20,000 

(d)  Extension  to  Buckland  St.  Mary  ...  3,000 

(e)  Supply  to  Clapton,  West  Crewkerne,  from 

Crewkerne  U.D.C.  trunk  main.  ...  2,000 


(3) 


4 


POST-WAR  PROPOSALS  IN  PRIORITY  GROUPS . (Continued), 
SEWERS  ART)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

£ 

(a) /Forton  ....  ...  ....  3,000 

(b)  Donyatt  ....  ...  ....  4,000 


HOUSING. 


There  is  still  a shortage  of  houses,  and  some  of  the  older 
cottages  have  deteriorated  still  further.  The  Council  is,  however, 

making  headway  with  the  building  programme. 


Houses  erected 

fey 


(a)  Local 
Authority. 

( b)  Private 

Enterprise. 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection  by 

(a)  Local 
Authority. 

(b)  Private 

Enterprise, 

Rate  subsidy,  £5.  10,  0 
Exchequer  " £16,  10,  0 


No. 

Average 

cost 

per  house 

Average  rent 
including  or 
. excluding  rates. 

10 

£1,000 

7/6d  per  week 
excluding  rates.*"' 

12 

£1,200 

£26  per  annum 
excluding  rates. 

30 

£1,300 

9/-  - 10/-  per 
week  excluding 
rates.  * 

5 

£1,200 

£26  per  annum 

excluding  rates. 


per  annum  for  60  years, 

it  n ii  ii  ii 


Type. 


Bungalow 
2 bedrooms 


Non-parlour, 
3 bedrooms, 


Programme  of  New  Hpuses  to  be  erected  by  Local  Authority: 


( a) 

First  year  . . . 

30 

(b) 

Second 

If 

• # • 

54 

(c) 

Third 

II 

• « • 

100 

(a) 

Fourth 

II 

« « • 

100 

( e) 

Fifth 

II 

• • • 

100 

MILK  . 

(a)  Number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  547 

(b)  " !i  Retailers  ...  ....  ...  60 

(c)  ,f  !i  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (b)  58 

(d)  M *'  Licensed  Pasteurising  Plants  ... 

(e)  u H Heat  Treatment  Plants  not  included 

in  ( d)  ...  ...  ...  , , . 1 

SLAUGHTER- HOUSES , 

(a)  Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-Houses  in  District  11 

(b)  " M Registered  11  " !!  " 5 

(c)  u " any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  Nil. 


KNACKERS  YARDS. 
Nil. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Chard  Reservoir  which  constitutes  the  chief  head  waters  of 
the  River  Isle  was  drained  into  the  river  during  the  autumn  of  1946, 
when  a large  quantity  of  foul  sludge  and  silt  was  carried  down  the  river. 


(4) 


RIVER  POLLUTION  (Continued). 


filling  up  Mill  ponds  and  rendering  the  water  unfit  for  cattle 
to  drink.  The  County  Authorities  have  this  matter  in  hand. 

HOSPITAL  A ED  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

These  remain  virtually  unchanged. 

General  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Taunton 
8t  Somerset  Hospital 9 Yeovil  Hospital  and  Crewkerne  and  Chard 
Cottage  Hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  the  South  Somerset 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  South  Petherton. 

There  are  3 Red  Cross  Ambulances  in  the  area  stationed 
at  Ilminster^  Chard  and  Crewkerne, 

I remain^ 

Yours  faithfully 9 

C.  C.  COURT  M.B.  , ChB.  , D.  P.  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healthy 
Chard  Rural  District, 


13th  September.  1947 


